Private medical insurance and elective surgery during early childhood.
The relationship between private medical insurance coverage and rates of elective ENT surgery was studied in a birth cohort of seven-year-old children. This analysis suggested that private medical insurance coverage was associated with differences in patterns of elective surgery with children whose families were covered by insurance being more likely to receive elective ENT surgery by seven years and far more likely to receive this treatment at a private hospital. These trends persisted when the child's history of ear/throat infections and family social and economic background were taken into account statistically.